Fine structure of the parotid gland in the crest-tailed marsupial-rat (Dasyuroides byrnei).
The parotid gland of Dasyuroides byrnei was examined by light microscopy, and transmission and scanning electron microscopy. The acini were composed predominantly of seromucous cells with a few mucous cells. The seromucous cells were light or dark cells containing acidophilic spherical granules of moderate to high electron density and had well-developed cytoplasmic organelles-ordinary mitochondria and large mitochondria with tubular cristae, RER with vesicular or tubular elements, and Golgi apparatus with lamellae, vesicles and vacuoles. The mucous cells had basophilic amorphous granules of low electron density, like those of ordinary mucous cells. The intercalated ducts were composed of simple cuboidal light cells having a few electron-dense granules. The striated ducts consisted of tall columnar light cells containing numerous vesicles and mitochondria with tubular cristae, the same as found in acinar seromucous cells.